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This agenda and any supplementary materials can be found online at: www.westriverpe.ca/council/meetings. 

                                  Rural Municipality of West River Council Meeting Minutes 

Meeting No                                               2024-15 Time                                                           7:00 PM 

Session                                          Regular - Public Date                              Thursday, May 23, 2024 

Chair                   Helen Smith-MacPhail - Mayor Location                       Afton Community Centre 

Adoption status                                    Approved Contact Person          Laala Jahanshahloo - CAO 

Attendance       Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail, Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur, Councillor Aaron 

MacEachern, Councillor John Yeo, Councillor Ryan Roggeveen, Councillor Lillian 

MacCannell, Councillor Steve Pollard, Laala Jahanshahloo - CAO, Susan Morse - 

Administrative Assistant 

Regret                Nil  

Guest                 Nil 

• Call to Order  

Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

• Adoption & Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as circulated. It was moved by Councillor Aaron MacEachern, seconded 

by Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur, and unanimously carried. 

• Declarations of Conflict of Interest 

Nil 

• Adoption of Previous Meeting's Minutes  

The minutes of April 25, 2024, Council Meeting were approved as circulated. It was moved by 

Councillor John Yeo, seconded by Councillor Lillian MacCannell and unanimously carried.  

The minutes of May 9, 2024, Committee of Council Meeting were approved as circulated. It was 

moved by Councillor Ryan Roggeveen, seconded by Councillor Steve Pollard, and unanimously 

carried. 
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• Discussion Items 

 WRC.2024.15.1 - Policy #2024-01 - Donation Policy 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (6-0) 

Description: Motion 2024-45 

Moved by Councillor John Yeo, and Seconded by Councillor Lillian MacCannell 

WHEREAS 

According to the Municipal Government Section (68) (2) (a), a Council may develop policies 

respecting services and programs and shall evaluate, on a regular basis, the services and 

programs for relevancy, effectiveness and efficiency, and  

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on April 11, 2024, 

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River approves the Donation Policy 2024-01 

(Appendix A, attached hereto, forming a part of this resolution). 

 FIN.2024.15.1 - Banking – Adding Signing Authority 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (6-0) 

Description: Motion 2024-46 

Moved by Councillor Steve Pollard, and Seconded by Councillor Lillian MacCannell 
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WHEREAS 

According to Motion#2023-54, The Council authorizes Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail, Deputy 

Mayor Shaun MacArthur, and Chief Administrative Officer Laala Jahanshahloo to sign the 

required banking documents for all the municipality's bank accounts at the Charlottetown 

Branch of Provincial Credit Union, and  

WHEREAS 

Under Municipal Government Act Section (94)(1), the CAO has delegated her duties to Cody 

MacDonald, the Community Services Manager, in her absence or incapacity, to ensure the 

efficient administration and operation of the Municipality, and  

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on May 9, 2024, 

BE IT RESOLVED  

The Council of Rural Municipality of West River approved adding Cody MacDonald as an 

authorized signer to sign the required banking documents for all the municipality's bank 

accounts at the Charlottetown Branch of Provincial Credit Union. 

 FIN.2024.14.3- Bonshaw Community Center Project - Deficiency Holdback Release 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (6-0) 

Description: Motion 2024-35 

Moved by Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur and Seconded by Councillor Lillian MacCannell 
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WHEREAS 

According to Motion#2024-25, the Council for the Rural Municipality of West River approved the 

release of the holdback for the original contract and 14 change orders for the Bonshaw 

Community Center Improvement project, and 

WHEREAS 

According to Motion #2021-55, the project admin approved the release of the deficiency 

holdback (Appendix A, attached hereto, forming a part of this resolution), and 

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole, as discussed at a 

meeting held on April 11, 2024, 

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River approved the release of the deficiency 

holdback for $20,000 plus HST for the works that were not entirely completed by the trades by 

January 31, 2024, in the Bonshaw Community Center Improvement project and authorized the 

CAO to execute it. 

 FIN.2024.15.2 - Banking Package 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried  

Description:  

The Council kept the current banking package for all its bank accounts at the Charlottetown 

Branch of Provincial Credit Union. It was moved by Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur, seconded 

by Councillor Ryan Roggeveen, and unanimously carried. 

 FIN.2024.15.3 - Annual Expenditure Report CCBF - 2023-24 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (6-0) 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 

Council Meeting May 23rd, 2024, Minutes                                           Page 5 of 27 

 

Description: Motion 2024-47 

Moved by Councillor John Yeo and Seconded by Councillor Steve Pollard 

WHEREAS 

MRSB has completed the Annual Expenditure Report CCBF - 2023-24 audit for both MSC and CIP 

projects. According to the auditor reports, the Rural Municipality of West River is in compliance, 

in all material respects, with the criteria established by the terms and provisions described in 

signed agreements, and  

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on May 9, 2024, 

BE IT RESOLVED  

The Council of Rural Municipality of West River authorized the CAO to sign the final Annual 

Expenditure Report (AER) of CCFB's former Gas Tax as all the committed funds have been 

expended. 

 FIN.2024.15.4 - 2-Billion Trees Planting Program 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (6-0) 

Description: Motion 2024-48 

Moved by Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur and Seconded by Councillor Steve Pollard 

WHEREAS 

The federal government has set a goal to plant two billion trees in Canada over ten years. These 

trees will help restore nature, create healthy forest ecosystems, and increase carbon capture 

nationwide. The Municipality applied for the second round of this funding on February 21, 2024, 

and  
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WHEREAS 

According to Municipal Government Act Section (156), agreements, contracts, and other legal or 

financial instruments shall be signed or authorized by both the Mayor and the Chief 

Administrative Officer of a Municipality, and  

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on May 9, 2024,  

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council acknowledges that signing this agreement to participate reflects the Municipality's 

understanding of shared objectives and terms established by the PEI 2-Billion Trees Planting 

Program Funding Agreement between the Government Province of PEI and the Rural 

Municipality of West River and authorizes the CAO to sign the necessary documents and 

contracts on behalf of the Municipality. 

 FIN.2024.15.5 - Jobs for Youth Program 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (6-0) 

Description: Motion 2024-49 

Moved by Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur and Seconded by Councillor Steve Pollard 

WHEREAS 

According to Municipal Government Act Section (156), agreements, contracts, and other legal or 

financial instruments shall be signed or authorized by both the Mayor and the Chief 

Administrative Officer of a municipality, and  

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on May 9, 2024, 
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BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council acknowledges that signing this agreement to participate reflects the Municipality's 

understanding of shared objectives and terms established by the 2024 Jobs for Youth Program 

Funding Agreement between the Government Province of PEI and the Rural Municipality of 

West River and authorizes the CAO to sign the necessary documents and contracts on behalf of 

the Municipality. 

 FIN.2024.15.6 - Solar Panels Funding 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (6-0) 

Description: Motion 2024-50 

Moved by Councillor Steve Pollard and Seconded by Councillor John Yeo 

WHEREAS 

The Municipality has applied to receive funding through several avenues of funding for installing 

solar panels to install solar panels for any Municipal-owned facilities/buildings, which will 

decrease one's environmental footprint and, in the meantime, save utility bills, and 

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on May 9, 2024, 

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council acknowledges that by applying to those grants, the Municipality's understanding of 

shared objectives and terms established by any approved Funding Agreement between the 

Government Province of PEI and the Rural Municipality of West River and authorizes the CAO to 

sign the necessary documents and contracts on behalf of the Municipality. 

 FIN.2024.15.7 - Reception Centre Resiliency 

Decision Type: Action 
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Status: Motion Carried (6-0) 

Description: Motion 2024-51 

Moved by Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur and Seconded by Councillor Aaron MacEachern 

WHEREAS 

The Municipality submitted an application to receive funding via the PEI Reception Centre 

Resiliency Funding program for 2024-25, and  

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on May 9, 2024, 

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council acknowledges that by applying to this grant, the Municipality's understanding of 

shared objectives and terms established by the Community Revitalization Program Funding 

Agreement between the Government Province of PEI and the Rural Municipality of West River 

and authorizes the CAO to sign the necessary documents and contracts on behalf of the 

Municipality. 

 FIN.2024.15.8 - Awarding Grant - May 2024 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (6-0) 

Description: Motion 2024-52 

Moved by Councillor Steve Pollard and Seconded by Councillor Ryan Roggeveen 

WHEREAS 

Pursuant to Municipal Grant Bylaw #2022-02, the Committee of the Whole reviewed the grant 

request application and completed Schedule C for the West River Community Fridge Group, and 
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WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on May 9, 2024,  

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River approves an in-kind donation to waive the 

rental cost of one available room in the Afton Community Center for West River Community 

Fridge Group to hold monthly meetings. This waiver is for monthly meetings and cannot be used 

to hold any events by West River Community Fridge Group. Any paid bookings, activations of the 

EMO/Emergency Reception Center, and rental periods for Election PEI take precedence over this 

waiver. 

 6.10. PLB.2024.15.1 - IRAC Notice of Appeal No LA24-010 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried  

Background: 

Bylaw#2024-02 & Bylaw#2024-03 

Description:  

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River authorized the CAO to request the 

municipality's lawyer on retainer to represent RMWR for IRAC Notice of Appeal No LA24-010 

and proceed with the required legal steps. It was moved by Councillor John Yeo, seconded by 

Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur, and unanimously carried. 

 PLB.2024.15.2 - Variance Request - PID # 204974 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (6-0) 

Description: Motion 2024-53 

Moved by Councillor Aaron MacEachern and Seconded by Councillor John Yeo 

https://www.westriverpe.ca/public/download/files/245202
https://www.westriverpe.ca/public/download/files/245203
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WHEREAS 

According to Bylaw #2022-04 section 11.1 (3) (b) & (c), that strict application of all bylaw 

standards would impose an undue hardship on the applicant by excluding them from the same 

rights and privileges for reasonable use of their lot and the variance is of the least magnitude 

required to enable the reasonable use of the lot; and  

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Planning Board Committee as discussed at a 

meeting held on May 9, 2024, 

BE IT RESOLVED  

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River approves the construction of a secondary 

suite on PID # 204974 for application #WR-0110, to be serviced by a sewerage disposal system 

separate from the main dwelling's system.   

 PLB.2024.15.3 - Excavation Pit Application – Permit Fee 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Deferred  

Background: 

PLB.24.09.4 

Description:  

The Council decided to defer the decision to decrease the application processing fee for the 

excavation pit from $600 to $450 until next year's financial budget planning. It was noted that 

further analysis and consideration within the context of the upcoming budget planning process 

were necessary before making a decision on the proposed fee reduction. It was moved by 

Councillor Aaron MacEachern, seconded by Councillor John Yeo, and unanimously carried. 

 PLB.2024.15.4 - Engagements Platform - Policy Issue 

Decision Type: Action 
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Status: Referred 

Background: 

Motion#2024-34., and a brief description of the policy issue you need to address before starting 

the project. 

Description:  

It has been referred for review at the July Committee of the Whole meeting 

 OTR.2024.14.1 - APM Center Expansion Support 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried  

Background: 

OTR.24.12.1 

Description:  

The Council of Rural Municipality of West River supports the idea of expanding the APM center. 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur, seconded by Councillor Steve Pollard, and 

unanimously carried.  

• Delegations & Public Input 

 The Council heard concerns from a pit owner in the municipality about the cost of obtaining a 

permit for an excavation pit. 

• Informational Items 

 EMO.2024.15.1 - Hurricane Fiona Claim - Insurance Denial Letter 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 
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Background: 

EMO.24.13.1 

Description: 

The EMOPEI has rejected all the claimed costs the municipality's insurance declined, mentioning 

"Insurable loss per insurance documentation provided." The CAO contacted the insurance 

company, and they informed the RMWR, "Intact has drafted similar letters for other 

municipalities, and to my knowledge, none of them have reported having any issues with 

accessing the funding." 

 ICS.2024.14.1 - Report of ICS Committee Meeting  

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

The Council received the report of the Interim Community Service Meetings on May 06, 2024. 

 ICS.2024.14.2 - RMWR Events 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

- Seniors Appreciation Meal - May 26, 2024  

- Canada Day – July 1, 2024  

- Bonshaow Community Center Opening Cermnoy - TBD 

 PLB.2024.15.6 - IRAC Order No LA23-04 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 
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Background: 

PLB.24.09.2 

Description: 

The CAO had a virtual meeting with the Manager of Land Use Planning, Land Division, about 

IRAC's direction for issuing this subdivision's permit. 

 PLB.2024.15.7 - Enforcement Officer 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Background: 

Bylaw#2023-01 

Description: 

According to Bylaw#2023-01 Section (4.2), the CAO appointed Donna J Johnson as RMWR's 

Interim Bylaw Enforcement Officer. 

 OTR.2024.15.1 - Virtual De-escalation Training Session  

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

The CAO informed the Council about registering for the online Situational Awareness and De-

escalation training session hosted by Ridgeback Security Inc. on June 18, 2024, as the staff will 

attend this training. 

 OTR.2024.15.2 - 2024 Road Work- Department of Transportation and Infrastructure 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

  

 

https://www.westriverpe.ca/public/download/files/230338
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Description:  

The Department of Transportation and Infrastructure list of road work in the Rural Municipality 

of West River in the 2024 construction season: 

- Blockhouse Road – Rocky Point 1.0 km – Bring the unpaved portion of the road from a 

seasonal road classification to a year-round gravel standard. 

- Route 19 – Nine Mile Creek 2.4 km – Cold plane the existing road, place two lifts of 

asphalt, and replace a couple of culverts.  

- Route 9 – New Haven 1.5 km – Placing an asphalt overlay on Colville Road.  

• Delegations & Public Input 

 Nil. 

• Adjournment 

 Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 PMCouncillor Aaron 

MacEachern seconded it, and unanimously carried. 

 The next meeting will be on June 27, 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Smith-MacPhail Laala Jahanshahloo 

Mayor    ___________________________________ Chief Administrative Officer   ________________________ 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 

 
  



________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 

Council Meeting May 23rd, 2024, Minutes                                           Page 18 of 27 

Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 

 
 
  



________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 

Council Meeting May 23rd, 2024, Minutes                                           Page 24 of 27 

Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 
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Appendix A – Motion#2024-45 (Continued) 

 
 


